Current appraisal of conjunctival melanocytic tumors: classification and treatment.
Conjunctival melanocytic tumors represent a spectrum of pigmented tumors that include benign, premalignant and malignant tumors. Conjunctival nevi are the most common pigmented tumors and are typically found in the interpalpebral bulbar conjunctiva. These lesions usually contain fine clear cysts on slit lamp biomicroscopy. Primary acquired melanosis includes lesions from increased melanin pigmentation without proliferation of melanocytes to melanoma in situ. In the new classification system, the idea is to use the term 'primary acquired melanosis' only as a clinical description, highlighting the fact that the biologic behavior of acquired melanotic lesions cannot be predicted solely based upon clinical grounds without histopathologic examination. Conjunctival melanoma represents only 5% of all melanomas arising in the ocular region and is associated with a high mortality rate. The management of primary acquired melanosis, nevi and conjunctival melanomas involves various modalities used either alone or concomitantly depending on the size and extent of the lesion.